
Dear Friends,

We have twomonths left to
reach and exceed ourmatching
grant goal of $10,000 donated
by the Friends of Pat Kearns.

Please give generously to support our thirty
public programs:winter field trips to Heron's
Head Park, Chain of Lakes, and Crissy Field; the
Buffalo Paddock in Golden Gate Park for the
Great Horned Owls and owlets; family nature
walks at the San Francisco Botanical Garden and
Stow Lake, and our HeronWatch program at
Stow Lake in April, May, and June.

Your contribution supports our Youth
Internship Programs for underserved
middle- and high-school students from
San Francisco. SF Nature Education is the only
birding organization in the Bay Area to teach
young people about wild birds, communication
skills, journaling, and using spotting scopes.

We continue to offer third-grade classroom
visits and field trips to Heron's Head Park,
SF Botanical Garden, and Stow Lake.

Aswe approach our 20th year please
contribute to our end-of-year campaign, and
give generously to ourmatching grant from
the Friends of Pat Kearns.

All contributions are tax-deductible. Our tax
ID no. is 54-2111941. Thank you for your
continuing support.

Best regards,

Nancy H. DeStefanis, Executive Director
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Please donate online ormail a check payable to SFNE:
POBox 210303, SF CA 94121

Membership: Adults, $35; Seniors 65+, $30; Joint
Membership for two seniors at same residence $50;
students 21 or under, $20.

e-mail: info@sfnature.org
telephone: 415-205-0776
www.sfnature.org

Clockwise from top: Black Phoebe, Northern Flicker, Steller's Jay, Townsend's Warbler.

A New Season of Public
and School Programs
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Birding for Everyone, October 5th Megan Prelinger, Naturalist

Warm weather and sunshine throughout
the morning brought clouds of insects into
the air. The birding conditions were
exceptional.

Several different simultaneously-occuring
migration patterns could be detected

through the species we found. Birds that migrate to
winter here in San Francisco are arriving—both waterbirds
and terrestrial species. We found an overflying Glaucous-
winged Gull, and first-of-season Golden-crowned
Sparrows and Fox Sparrows, as well as Hermit Thrush.

The annual fall raptor migration brought an Osprey and a
trio of Turkey Vultures over the garden, and added to the
flow of the typical Red-tailed and Red-shouldered Hawks.

Migratory passerines use the garden to rest and refuel
on their way to winter destinations primarily south of
here. While a few individuals may hang around San
Francisco a while, for the most part the fall sightings of
species such asWestern Tanager, Pacific-slope Flycatcher,
andWestern Wood-pewee are memorable seasonal
encounters, as was the sight of three flyoverWhite-
throated Swifts.

SF Botanical Garden
October 5, 2019
Compiled by
Megan Prelinger
41 Species:
Canada Goose - 6
Mallard - 4
Wild Turkey - 1
Rock Pigeon - 12
White-throated Swift - 3
Anna’s Hummingbird - 21
Western Gull - 3
California Gull - 2
Glaucous-winged Gull - 1
Turkey Vulture - 3
Osprey - 1
Red-shouldered Hawk - 1
Red-tailed Hawk - 2
Nuttall’s Woodpecker - 1
Northern Flicker - 2
Western Wood-pewee - 1
Pacific-slope Flycatcher - 4
Black Phoebe - 4

Steller’s Jay - 5
California Scrub-Jay - 2
American Crow - 5
Common Raven - 8
Chestnut-backed Chickadee - 12
Ruby-crowned Kinglet - 3
Red-breasted Nuthatch - 1
Pygmy Nuthatch - 9
Brown Creeper - 1
Hermit Thrush - 2
American Robin - 2
Cedar Waxwing - 2
House Finch - 3
Fox Sparrow - 3
Song Sparrow - 6
Dark-eyed Junco - 5
White-crowned Sparrow - 5
Golden-crowned Sparrow - 10
California Towhee - 2
Orange-crowned Warbler - 1
Yellow-rumped Warbler - 7
Townsend’s Warbler - 2
Western Tanager - 2
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Above: Brown Creeper, Western Tanager. Below: Chestnut-
backed Chickadee, two views of a Western Wood-Pewee.



TheWomanWho Loves Giraffes
2019, 83 minutes. Written and directed
by Alison Reid. Winner,
Best Documentary, Sonoma
International Film Festival, 2019.
Film Review by Nancy DeStefanis

The WomanWho Loves Giraffes
is the story of a Canadian biologist.
In 1956, Anne Innis Dagg, a 23-year-
old Torontonian, wentwhere no
biologist, male or female, had ever
gone before—to study the behavior
of giraffes in thewilds of South
Africa. The film retraces the journey
of 1956, and her return to South
Africaa fewyearsagowithafilmcrew.

The film recently played at the
Roxie Cinema in San Francisco, and
Anne Dagg, now 87, was there for
the premiere.Ms. Dagg became
fascinated by giraffes as a child, and
later earned her doctorate in
Toronto. Four years before Jane
Goodall, Anne traveled alone to a
farm near Kruger National Park to
study giraffes in thewild in exchange for clerical services.

Her career was cut short by the sexist university system
that refused to grant her tenure when shewas eminently

qualified. She became a campaigner
for equality in tenure granting,
andwrotemany books on feminism
in Canada.

Anne’s trailblazing field research
resulted inmany scientific papers.
In 1976, she became co-author of
The Giraffe: Its Biology, Behaviour
and Ecology. Referred to today as
the “bible on giraffes” by scientists,
conservation biologists and
zookeepers, it is themost influential
book on the species ever written.
Other books on the subject followed.

Weaving through past and present,
her harrowing story gives us an
intimate look into the factors that
destroyed her career and the forces
that brought her back. This is a
terrific film with great original
footage about a warm, intellectually
curious woman who pioneered the
study of giraffes in their African

habitat. Available on Blu-Ray and iTunes in the spring
of 2020.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
SF Nature Walks: Adults $10, children always free.
RAIN CANCELS.

Birding for Everyone: First Saturdays, 10 am to noon
in the SF Botanical Garden. Meet at SFBG bookstore,
9th Ave. near Lincoln. Garden admission is free to
SF residents; non-residents pay a fee. Next walks:
Nov. 2 and Dec. 7, for adults and youth ages 12
and up. Families, see next listing.

Birding for Families: Nov. 2. Meet inside the SF Botanical
Garden's main gate next to the admission booth. From 10 to

noon for children ages 4–11
with their parents or guardians.

Heron's Head Park: Nov. 9,
from 10 to noon, with
Megan Prelinger. Meet at
trailhead. Volunteers with
scopes accompany the walk.
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Anthropocene: The Human Epoch
2018, 87 min. Directed by Jennifer Baichwal, Edward Burtynsky,
and Nicholas de Pencier. Winner, Canadian Screen Awards,
Best Feature Length Documentary, 2019.
Film Review by Jay Bain

Themonumental impact of the human species on our
closed-system biosphere is brought into sharp focus in
Anthropocene: The Human Epoch. In this documentary,
narrated by Alicia Vikander, the audience tours a planet
shaped by human-centered economies and industries.

Far from being a polemic statement, the film allows its
high-resolution cinematography to speak for itself, as we
see flora, fauna, and homo sapiens transformed in diverse
locales by our species’ actions and work.

Fans of the Ron Fricke films “Baraka” (1992) and
“Samsara” (2011) will appreciate Anthropocene’s
spectacular and disturbing visuals—fluorescent lithium
pools in Chile’s Atacama Desert, gigantic excavators
strip mining and displacing towns in Germany, the recovery
and fiery immolation of tons of black-market ivory stacked
in organic shapes, the excavation of marble from Italian
quarries, andmuchmore.

Rarely in our environmentally pragmatic daily routines do
we see or think about exactly where all of the garbage we
create ends up, or what it takes to bring us the necessities
that make our modern lives convenient. Anthropocene
does just that in a visceral way—forcing us to look hard at
flooding cities, cultures built on industry, and themarginal
existence of far toomany humans while they subsist and
simply survive amidmountains of garbage.

This film offers a thoughtful visual narrative that will inspire
conversations on what can be done by at least a few of us
humans before it’s too late. Anthropocene is a moving
documentary and highly recommended. Available on
Kanopy on January 1, 2020.
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Please support
ourmatching grant!

San Francisco Nature Education is a 501(c)3
organization and your donation is tax deductible to
the full extent allowed by law. Our tax ID number is
54-2111941. Please donate online or mail a check
(payable to SFNE) to: PO Box 210303, SF CA 94121

San Francisco Nature Education is in its 19th year of
delivering comprehensive environmental education
programs to students from schools in the San Francisco
Unified School District.

Please support our sponsors:
Vortex Vortexoptics.com

Fireside Camera, SF
www.firesidecamera.com

https://www.networkforgood.org/donation/MakeDonation.aspx?ORGID2=542111941
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Autumn in the City
Photos by Sandi Wong

Bushtit peeking through hole in leaf at Fort Mason; Red-tailed Hawk over Ocean Beach

Band-tailed Pigeon, Monarch Butterfly, and Yellow-rumped Warbler at Fort Mason

Brown Pelicans over Ocean Beach


