





Birding for Everyone
Family Nature Walk
By Trip Leader Angie Geiger

The 45 adults and children who came to the May
Birding for Everyone Walk at Strybing Botanical Gar-
den were greeted with sunshine and balmy weather.

We started out in the Demonstration Garden. As
we approached the lawn area, we noticed that
several American robins and California towhees
were scolding loudly and giving alarm calls. This

is a good indication that a hawk might be in the
area, and sure enough, one astute participant
soon spotted a mature red-shouldered hawk in a
eucalyptus tree across the lawn. Everyone aimed
their binoculars at the bird and we got fairly good
looks. All of a sudden, the hawk swooped down
from the Eucalyptus tree right toward us, passed
within a few feet overhead and landed on a low
branch in a small tree that was much closer. After
a minute it became obvious that the hawk was
intently focused on an active gopher hole just
below the tree. By this time, even passers-by had
stopped to watch. Suddenly, the hawk dove out of
the tree and landed on the gopher-hole. It briefly
spread both wings over the hole, and when it
lifted its wings it had a gopher securely grasped in
its talons. Everyone, passers-by included, applaud-
ed. The hawk flew back to its perch to get an even
better grip and then flew away over our heads to
have breakfast in a more private tree, or perhaps
to deliver its prize to a mate or nestlings. Someone
commented, “Wow, | never knew bird-watching
could be this exciting.”

We went on to the Succulents Garden, and along
the way we heard much bird song, including a
lovely winter wren song coming from the redwood
forest. The garden was buzzing with bird activity,
including California quail, Anna’s and Allen’s hum-
mingbirds, many performing display flights, song
sparrows, chestnut-backed chickadees and a red-
tailed hawk soaring over head. We were delighted
to discover a downy woodpecker nesting hole in a
dead century tree spike as the bird flew repeatedly
between it and a nearby tree. What a day!

Join us for our guided nature walks on the first
Saturday of every month at the San Francisco Bo-
tanical Garden, 10 a.m. until noon. Visit our Web
site for more details: http://www.sfnature.org/
programs/bfe.html.

Upcoming Dates: June 7, July 5, Aug. 2 (rain cancels.)

Around Stow Lake

Great blue herons are the stars of the Stow Lake show in
spring, but it's nesting time for other birds at Stow Lake
as well. They have been busy building nests, incubating
eggs and caring for chicks.

An adult pie-billed grebe with black line on its beak swims
beside a chick with its reddish beak and black zig-zag lines.

Pie-billed grebes have produced three nests this year.
The nests are constructed of vegetation about three to
10 feet from the shoreline.
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A total of nine Canada goose goslings have been ob-
served, with four adults accompanying them. It's not
clear, but it could be that two clutches have merged

into one big gosling group.

Join us for free family and adult Nature Walks to observe
these nesting birds and other wildlife on May 10 and
May 17, from 10:30 a.m. to noon. Follow the signs from
the Stow Lake Boathouse. For more information, please
visit www.sfnature.org/programs/heron_watch.html.
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