




Birding for Everyone
Family Nature Walk

The people who gathered April 5 for the Birding 
for Everyone walk at the San Francisco Botanical 
Garden at Strybing Arboretum were greeted by a 
clear and sunny, but somewhat crisp day. About 
50 people participated, half of them children.

We started in the Demonstration Garden and ob-
served a small flock of white-crowned sparrows for-
aging on the lawn. On the way to the Wildfowl Pond, 
we observed a Black Phoebe flycatching from the 
lawn in the Great Meadow. In the pond were west-
ern gulls, American coots, mallards and two Canada 
geese. In the distance we heard California quail giv-
ing their “Chicago” call. Also at the pond was a very 
cooperative golden-crowned sparrow. We moved on 
to the Succulent Garden, and along the way ob-
served a vibrantly blue pair of western scrub jays and 
a lone American robin searching for worms. In ad-
dition we encountered a very active pair of bushtits 
foraging for insects. At the Succulent Garden a 
red-shouldered hawk flew into a eucalyptus tree 

overhead, allowing great views of its orange chest. 
A second red-shouldered hawk soon joined it, while 
a red-tailed hawk soared high overhead. We saw 
both Anna’s and Allen’s hummingbirds, some doing 
display flights. An observant participant pointed out 
a small flock of cedar waxwings also perched over-
head. They soon flew off, flashing their yellow-tipped 
tail feathers. On the way to the Redwood Forest we 
observed an empty hummingbird nest decorated 
with white lichen. Other birds we encountered that 
day: song sparrows, California towhees, common 
ravens and American crows, a flyover barn swallow 
and the ubiquitous rock pigeon.

Join us for our guided nature walks on the first 
Saturday of every month at the San Francisco Bo-
tanical Garden, 10 a.m. until noon. Visit our Web 
site for more details: http://www.sfnature.org/
programs/bfe.html.

Upcoming Dates: May 3 and June 7 (rain cancels.)

Students in San Francisco Nature Education’s school program 
for third-graders recently completed segments about bird 
calls using Birdsong Identiflyers, and eggs and nests.

Third-grade program continues in spring

www.sfnature.org

An Anna’s hummingbird was observed on the April 5 
Birding for Everyone walk.


