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September Birding Kids Report
Linda Grant, Naturalist

Our Labor Day Weekend outing included a local 
family with two sons, ages 6 and 3¾. We spent a few 
moments talking about how to look for a bird. We 
also talked about birdcalls, songs, and the different 
reasons birds sing: to protect territory, to attract a 
mate, to warn of predators, to locate one another, 
and to teach their young the sounds of their species.

Several flocks of Canada Geese  were visible on the 
Great Meadow, and the family had close views of the 
birds. Strolling into the Fragrance Garden we sighted 
a California Towhee  pair foraging on the ground 
but staying close to the protection of low shrubs.

We arrived at the Wildfowl Pond hoping to find 
Mallards ; we were not disappointed. Moving on 

to the Australia garden we stopped to view the 
magnificent Lilly Pilly tree with its pink clusters of 
berries. Hearing a squeaky sound, we turned to see  
a male Anna’s Hummingbird  perched in the open. 
The boys could see its rose-red throat feathers 
(gorget) when the bird turned its head. 

On the grass near 
the Zellerbach 
Garden we had 
glimpses of  
three American 
Robins . We 
spotted a Black 
Phoebe , the 
small black-and-
white flycatcher. 

Nearby we heard the raucous call of a Western 
Scrub Jay  before we saw it hopping around the 
branches of a tree.

Our walk concluded 
with the entire family 
enjoying the “alone 
walk” in the bamboo 
forest. The kids  
liked it so much they 
walked through the 
bamboo forest three 
more times!
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Contact SFNE:
e-mail: info@sfnature.org       
telephone: 415-387-9160

www.sfnature.org

Saturday Programs: Volunteers Needed!

San Francisco Nature Education needs  
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V��

Birding for Kids  ���D�J�H�V�����������������À�U�V�W���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�V��
�D�W���W�K�H���6�)���%�R�W�D�Q�L�F�D�O���*�D�U�G�H�Q���������������D���P�³�Q�R�R�Q���� 
Rain cancels.

Heron Watch �����I�R�U���D�G�X�O�W�V���D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q������
six Saturdays in April and May at Stow Lake  
�L�Q���*�R�O�G�H�Q���*�D�W�H���3�D�U�N���������������D�P�³�����������S�P���� 
Rain cancels.

We provide training on local birds, including 
Great Blue Herons; how to use spotting scopes; 
�D�Q�G���O�R�W�V���R�I���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���Q�D�W�X�U�H���H�Q�U�L�F�K�P�H�Q�W���À�H�O�G��
trips. If you are interested, please e-mail a 
short message that states in the subject line 
which program you are interested in. E-mail 
�W�R�����L�Q�I�R�#�V�I�Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�U�J

Linda Grant (left) and a family are ready to start the Birding for Kids walk.
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Six is a good age to learn how to use binoculars.
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Birding for Everyone
�)�L�U�V�W���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�V�����2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������D�Q�G���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�������� 
�������D�P�³�Q�R�R�Q�����0�H�H�W���X�V���Q�H�D�U���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�V�W�R�U�H��
inside the main gate of the SF Botanical 
Garden in Golden Gate Park (MLK Drive near 
9th Ave. at Lincoln). Adults $10; no one turned 
away due to lack of funds.

Birding for Kids
�)�L�U�V�W���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�V�����2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������D�Q�G���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�������� 
�������D�P�³�Q�R�R�Q�����0�H�H�W���X�V���Q�H�D�U���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�V�W�R�U�H��
inside the main gate of the SF Botanical 
Garden in Golden Gate Park (MLK Drive near 
9th Ave. at Lincoln). Adults $10; no one turned 
away due to lack of funds.

Upcoming Events

�3�O�H�D�V�H���Q�R�W�H�����I�R�U��nonresidents of San Francisco there 
is now an entry fee to the SF Botanical Garden,  
with discounts for children, families, seniors, and  
students. You can see their fee schedule here .
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Gifts
$5,000–$10,000
Anonymous
Kimball Foundation 
Maryann Rainey

$2,000–$4,999
Cassa Family Trust
Strong Foundation
ERM Foundation
Jiji Foundation
Allan Ridley
Monte Travis

$1,000–$1,999
Stephen Barbieri  
Mary Hackenbracht
James Sullivan
Paul Yee

$500–$999
Nancy DeStefanis
Kit Durgin
Evelyn Forsman
Susan Pitcher
Louise H. Renne

$101–$499
Mary Austin
Carol Bieri
Virginia Brown
Daniel Christ
Bob DeMaria
James Elliot
Angie Geiger
Renate Kenaston
Patricia Kearns
Regina Phelps
Theresa Picon
Megan Prelinger
Karen Snell
Joan Vinson 
Gary Whelan
Chrstopher Wood
Matt Zlatunich

Up to $100
Alice Abbott
Mike Banister
Paula Baum
Olive Bavins
Diane Benson
Barbara Berman
Susan Bettinger
Meryl Botkin
Linda Boyer
Martha Breed
Andrew Broderick
Alice Brockman
Pat Camarena
Tina Chang
Monica Chung
Bob Clements
Louise Clements
Mary Beth Cody
Sheila Collins
Esther Cooperman
Lauretta Cuadra
Daniel Cumings
Larry Danos
Tom Dolan
Bridget Flanagan

Judith Finn
John Garis
Laine Gerritsen
Maria Gloria 
Linda Grant
Arnie Gubins
Sam Gubins
Marsha Guggenheim
Alan Hopkins
Fran Harris
Jeff & Judy Harter
Carolyn Harvey
Michael Hayman
Amanda Henderson
Natalie Henderson
Matt Hollis
Aida Hom
Kathy Hurley
Anne Jackson 
Barbara Burgett 

Johnson
Logan Kahle
Judy Kelso
Patricia Koren
Leena Kranso
Henry Kroll

Joan Leach
Robert Liner 
Sue Lopez
Diane Lorona
Tina Lui
Gail Lynch
Edward Mann
Louise Mason 

Deborah Mayer
Jean McDonagh
Richard Miller
Dolores Morrison
Babak Motie
Geri Murphy
R. Murphy
Duane Musfelt
Monique Ninove
Barbara O’Hearn
Margaret O’Neill
Carol Pancho-Ash
Kendall Phelps
Barbara Pitschel
May Pon
Genevieve Pretti
Sharon Pretti
Joseph Privitera
Kathleen Purcell
Ann Rainey 
Laurel Rest
Judith Reynolds
Michelle Rossi
Sara Segal
Patricia Spencer
Jacob Sigg

Linda Smith
Paul Smith 
Shelly Smith
Gloria Jean Stevens
Barbara Stoops
Edward Summerville
Shirely Tamoria
Richard Thompson
Robert Travis
Katherine Ulrich
Kathleen Valesano
Dorothy Vaio
Norita Jones Vlach
Rhonda Vitanye
Sharon Walters
Patricia Webster
Susan Wilde
Candance Xanttopoulos
Jenny Yang 

In-Kind Services  
and Other Donations
Arizmendi Bakery
Eagle Optics
Fireside Camera
Pro-Image Printing

Donations to San Francisco Nature Education from September 1, 2009 to August 31, 2010

The generosity of these individuals, businesses, and foundations in the past year has made possible the special relationships  
between students and their SF Nature Education mentors, and has allowed us to continue our public programs. Thank you!


