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Birding for Everyone Report
Angie Geiger, Naturalist

The weather for the Birding for Everyone walk at the 
SF Botanical Garden on October 2nd was more typical of 
summer in San Francisco than fall: foggy and cold. That 
did not deter the fifteen folks who came to see birds at 
the Botanical Garden. Those arriving early were treated  
to a Steller’s Jay at the front gate and a flock of Brewer’s 
Blackbirds moving from the lawn to a Monterey cyprus. 

We headed toward the 
Demonstration Garden,  
but before we entered, 
movement in the “Monkey 
Hand” tree at the entrance 
drew our attention. A 
number of Yellow Warblers 
were foraging and drinking 
nectar from the cuplike 
blossoms. Although it was 
difficult to catch more than 
a glimpse of these flighty 
birds, the sheer number of warblers ensured everyone a 
look. In the garden we found an adult White-crowned 

Sparrow perched atop 
a flower bed. Not 
terribly shy, this bird 
was much easier to 
observe at our leisure. 

An insistent loud call 
drew us further into the 
garden to see a Western 
Scrub Jay perched in 
the bare branches of a 

low tree. The bird looked fluffy, and someone asked if it 
was very young. More likely the 
jay was trying to stay warm on a 
chilly morning by fluffing up, 
causing the grey feathers on the 
belly to cover the front of the 
wings. It is one more reason birds 
do not always look like the 
pictures in field guides. 

In the sky we noticed a flock of 
American Crows, their “caw, caw, 
caws” clinching the identification. 

As we left the Demonstration Garden, someone spotted  
a male Anna’s Hummingbird. Its dazzling neon fuchsia 
throat and head glittered in the sun, eliciting some 
delighted “ohs” and “ahs.” Suddenly another male 
alighted three inches away from the first on the same 
twig. The original bird eyed the interloper intensely and, 
predictably, a loud and furious chase ensued. 

We found our next 
group of birds in the 
bushes adjacent to the 
Fragrance Garden. 
Lurking in the under-
brush were Dark-eyed 
Juncos and Song 
Sparrows. Above them 
was a Townsend’s 
Warbler, but, like 
most warblers, this bird was difficult to follow as it flitted 
in the dense foliage. In the Wildfowl Pond there were a 
few Mallards in bright fresh plumage. A participant 
spotted two birds right next to one another at the edge  
of the pond, atop one of the palm-like plants. One was a 

Black Phoebe, and the second 
was our FOF (first-of-fall) 
Yellow-rumped Warbler. 
It was facing away from us,  
its namesake rump gleaming. 

In the Chilean Garden, we 
hopefully inspected the 
“sapsucker” trees. No sapsuck-
ers yet, but we were rewarded 
with sightings of other birds, 
including Brown Creeper, 
FOF Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 

and Chestnut-backed Chickadees. Our next stop, the 
Succulent Garden, was unusually quiet, and one of our 
group, Deborah, discovered the reason as she called out 
“Hawk!” Perched in a tree across from us was a mature 
Cooper’s Hawk with a 
rufous belly and long 
striped tail. It posed for 
only half a minute 
before it flew away. 
Soon after, we spotted a 
much larger Red-tailed 
Hawk soaring high 
above the trees. 

The western end of the 
garden, near John Muir 
Pond, was home to a flock  
of American Goldfinches 
perched high above the 
pond. Heard but not seen 
were a House Finch that 
serenaded us with its song, 
Pygmy Nuthatches that 
flitted noisily among the 
Monterey pines, and a  
Downy Woodpecker that 
uttered a staccato call as  
it flew between branches. 

At the bottom of the Salvia 
Garden a loudly chattering 
Pacific Wren (formerly 
called Winter Wren) was boldly eyeing us. As we left the 

California Garden, Deborah 
discovered a small flock  
of Western Tanagers, 
which appeared and 
disappeared among the 
foliage, providing an 
opportunity for binocular 
practice. It was a good 
ending to another fine 
morning of birdwatching. 
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Saturday Programs: Volunteers Needed!

San Francisco Nature Education needs volunteers for 
the following programs:

Birding for Kids (ages 6-12): first Saturdays at the 
SF Botanical Garden, 9:30 am—noon. Rain cancels.

Heron Watch (for adults and children): 
six Saturdays in April and May at Stow Lake in Golden 
Gate Park, 9:30 am—1:30 pm. Rain cancels.

We provide training on local birds, including Great 
Blue Herons; how to use spotting scopes; and lots of 
support for nature enrichment field trips. If you are 
interested, please e-mail a short message that states 
in the subject line which program you are interested 
in. E-mail: info@sfnature.org


