








Heron Watch Report
Nancy DeStefanis, Director

The 2010 season was the best 
ever at the 17-year-old heron 
colony at Stow Lake in Golden 
Gate Park. Multitudes of adults 
and children visited the colony 
and attended the weekly  
nature walks. 

The Great Blues occupied six 
nests and produced 15 chicks.  
We spotted a seventh occupied 
nest in early May. We were 
unable to determine whether it 
held any chicks because some 
nestlings lie low in the nest.

Meanwhile, heron chicks are still 
visible in the trees—the product 
of late-nesting parents. Most of 
the chicks have already fledged.

I would like to thank our ERM Foundation 
volunteers Peter Baty, Mike and Beth  
Smylie for their outstanding efforts in 
helping adults and children to see these 
magnificent birds.

Our SFNE volunteers did a great job:  
Sharon Pretti, Deputy Director; Mary 
Hackenbracht; Bette O’Donnell; Lowell HS 
interns Rosanna Chiu and Yvonne Chang; 
and middle-school interns Logan Kahle,  
Zev Brook, and Rafael Robles.

It’s been a tremendous year at Stow Lake!
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This heron nest is near the Palace of Fine Arts.

Beth Smylie with a bird-watching visitor.

Logan, Mary Hackenbracht, Zev, Nancy, and Rafael at Stow Lake.
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Zev, Rosanna, Nancy, and Logan with an inanimate friend.A young heron looks out of the nest.
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Herons strike matching poses.
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Mike Smylie with heron watchers.
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A heron stretches its legs.

Training for Volunteers Starts in September

San Francisco Nature Education welcomes volunteers in its 
School Program, Tuesday through Friday mornings, and its 
Saturday programs: Heron Watch and Birds of Lake Merritt.  
We provide training—no experience necessary.

You can download an application at the bottom of this web  
page: http://www.sfnature.org/get_involved/volunteer.html

Please send your application to: volunteer@sfnature.org.  
We will get back to you shortly.


